
The 
Marquee  

Matilda The Musical 
m a k e s a g r a n d 
season opener! 

Season 71 
Set To Go! 

Four Productions And We Host 
Theatre Ontario Festival 2020!  

 Our dynamic opening production is a 
co-production with Sault Theatre Workshop 
a n d S h o t i n t h e D a r k 
productions directed by the 
amazingly talented Anthony 
Aceti. 
 Founded by the late, great 
Susan Barber as a vehicle for performing murder 
mysteries, Shot in the Dark has evolved over the 
years into a production company that focusses on 
theatrical performances, live entertainment, stage 
musicals and more. The Workshop is delighted to 
team up for the “Magical, Mischievous, 
Miraculous” Matilda The Musical by Roald 
Dahl with book by Dennis Kelly and music & 
lyrics by Tim Minchin. 
 Watching Anthony put potential cast 
members through a wonderful variety of 
activities during auditions in June 
gave us a taste of what’s to come. 
You’ll want to book early for this show 
to avoid the - sure to be sell-outs! 
Matilda runs October 23 to 27, 2019 
with two matinee performances on Saturday 
and Sunday, 2 PM curtain. Wednesday 
through Saturday evening performances 
have an early start with 7 PM curtain. 

 George Houston, who directed 
Over The River and Through the 
Woods has picked up on another 
Italian family themed play, Mambo 
Italiano by Steve Galluccio for our 

December production.  
 Take two gay men who are still “in the 
closet." Toss in Italian parents who haven't 

left the Old Country behind. Add two 20-
something women trapped between duty and 
desire. Stir in a family secret. Give it a good 
shake and what do you have? The hilarious 
yet touching comedy called Mambo Italiano, 
which is considered one of the most 
successful plays in Canadian theatre. Mambo 
Italiano runs December 4 to 8, 2019 with an 
8 PM curtain and a 2 PM matinee on the 
Sunday. 
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February 26th, 2020 and runs to March 1st. 
Angel’s River by Andrea Boyd will be 

directed by Randi Houston 
J o n e s . S e t i n r u r a l N e w 
Brunswick in 1969 and inspired 
by real events, Angel's River is 
the intense, po ignant , and 
humorous story of 17-year-old 

Carrie L ynn, who becomes pregnant 
accidentally, gives birth to a little girl, and 
confronts the painfully wrenching decision 
over whether to give her child up for 
adoption. 
 Like most of the plays that Randi 
chooses, Angel’s River is hard-hitting and 
moving, but ultimately inspiring.  
 We are excited to welcome back to a 
Sault Theatre Workshop stage, director 
Michael Hennessy, who will be 
helming our final show of 
Season 71, April 22 to 26, 2020. 
 Michael has chosen a new 
Norm Foster comedy with 
heart, Jonas and Barry in the 
Home. 
 Two retirees search for friendship, 
love, sex and elusive happiness in an 
assisted living home. Join Jonas and Barry 
in a laugh-a-minute journey as they search 

for new ways to spice up their lives and 
the lives of those around them. This 
hilarious and poignant story will bring 
tears of joy and compassion, as Jonas 
and Barry win your hearts. 

 Season 71 brochures are out 
and available at our box office in 

Station Mall. You can save big and 
insure great seats by taking 

advantage of our season ticket 
deals.   

Theatre Ontario Festival 
2020 is   hosted by Sault 

Theatre Workshop! 
 Be sure to set aside dates for the May 
long week-end, 2020. The Workshop will be 
hosting this prodigious four play festival at 
Korah Collegiate theatre. In addition to the 
top plays from around the province, there 
will be top notch adjudications, exciting 
workshops fabulous Greenrooms and plenty 
of Northern Hospitality. From the opening 
reception to the closing Awards Brunch you 
will have the  rare opportunity to celebrate 
the best of community theatre. Watch for 

details and package deals. 
  

QUONTA 
FESTIVAL 2020 
- ON THE ROAD 

 As happens on rare occasions, none of 
the QUONTA member groups were able to 
host a Regional festival in 2020. Sault 
Theatre Workshop, who hosted last year’s 
festival, is hosting the Theatre Ontario 
Festival so the decision was made to hold a 
travelling QUONTA festival. This means that 
the adjudicator will travel to each of the 
nor ther n communi t i es ente red and 
adjudicate their production as presented in 
their home theatre venue. An Awards Brunch 
will be held in Espanola (the most central 
location) in March and winners announced 
then . T i t l e s o f p lays and da tes o f 
adjudications will be announced when the 
schedule is set. 

*********** 
Summer Students Have Studio Looking 

Fresh! 
Artistic Flair in wall paintings And Bright Colours

No stranger to our Studio Theatre, young 
Aidan Bass, home for the summer from a Florida 
University, was happy to get hired on as one of 
our two Summer Students thanks to Canada 
Summer Jobs. Joining Aidan 
was Violet Liepins.

The plans originally 
had them helping out with the 
summer classes but when that 
d idn ’ t come together, a 
number of other activities 



were arranged. You can see 
in the photos that they did a 
lot of brightening up of our 
studio with fresh paint and 
some artistic renderings. The 
f ron t s teps got a n ice 
u p g r a d e a s w e l l . T h e 

constant culling of props and set pieces and the 
sort ing and stor ing of 
lighting and other technical 
equipment seems to be a 
never-ending job and it’s 
great to have extra help to 
keep things in order. We 
have a very busy four show 
season coming up and it’s 
good to be neat and ready.
T h a n k y o u s u m m e r 
students!

************* 
STW’S ANNUAL 

GENERAL MEETING and 
VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION 

DINNER DATE SET 
MARK YOUR CALENDAR -September 28 

 The AGM gives us a chance to talk 
about our accomplishments and plans and 
gather fresh input from our membership. We’ll 
be talking about the new season, introducing 
directors and looking after business. 

Two years ago, President Randi 
Houston Jones began a new tradition of 
holding a Volunteer Appreciation Dinner at the 

same time as our AGM. 
The simple pasta dinner 
prepared by our executive 
members g i ves us a 

chance to gather and chat with all those who 
took part in our season including actors, 
directors, technicians, set builders, costumers 
and everyone involved including patrons. 
Following the dinner we have our ACT awards 
( A n n u a l C r a z y T h e a t r e ) 
presentations and then some 
musical entertainment. Who will 
win the coveted GOLDEN HAM 
award this year?

*****
Brochure Correction - 

Theatre Ontario Dates 
Festival dates as stated in our 

Brochure were off by a week. The actual dates are 

May 13 to 17, 2020. This allows the holiday 
Monday on May 18 for travelling. The Festival will 
be held at Korah Collegiate.

Sault Theatre Workshop Pull-Chain 
Theatre Bursary Awarded

******** 
Member News!
Jordan Foisy, former Stage 1 

performer, who has made quite a 
name for himself as a stand-up comic 
in and around Toronto is heading out 
to Halifax to write for This Hour Has 
22 Minutes. 

****
Mark Brombacher has taken on a 

directing role for a bit of a change. He 
posted on Facebook: “making my 5th short 
film this weekend: "The Paperboy" with co 



director Michael James Regan and executive 
producer Nicole Nicole and an amazing cast. 
This is likely the best script I've written to date and 
it's a warm tribute to growing up in the 80s and my 
own experience being a paperboy and having to 
collect money from difficult grownups while 
navigating the neighbourhood bullies. It's gonna 
be a wild 3 days!

********
Jarret Mills, who played the 

son in Hilda’s Yard in season 69, 
had an opportunity to get up 
c lose wi th Jeff Goldblum 
recently at Fan Expo in Toronto. 
Can you say you hugged the guy 
that hugged Jeff Goldblum? 
That photo’s a keeper!

*********
Speaking of Hilda’s Yard, director 

George Houston had the pleasure of 
watching Norm Foster play the role of 
Sam Fluck in a St 
Cathar ines ’ Fos te r 

Festival production this summer. 
George and brother Harry both 
had a chance to talk with Norm 
after the show. 

F o r t h e p a s t t h r e e 
summers Norm has premiered 
brand new plays for the Festival. 
This year he actually took the 
stage and played a role.

********** 
Gerry Boire, STW’s Theatre 
Manager has lined up a sponsor 
to give us internet wifi at the 
studio theatre. This will enable 
us to access sound effects, email, 

meeting minutes etc. and allow us 
to do all sorts of other tasks at the theatre. 
We expect it to be up and running by early 

September. Thanks Gerry! 
******** 

Sandra Houston has announced 
that passports are ready for the 
eleventh season of Over The 
Rainbow Childrens Entertainment 
Series. Sandra, who is in charge of 

STW’s box office, is very busy at this time of 
year with season ticket sales for us and 
Passport sales for Over The Rainbow. 

********* 
 Phil Jones just returned 
from a successful presentation as 
part of the Buckhorn Festival of 

the Arts down near Peterborough. Phil’s 
soapstone carvings  are receiving a lot of 
attention these days. 

********* 
All you have to do is send an 
email to hehouston@shaw.ca 
with Box 94 as the subject and 
give us your name and address 
so we can remove you from 
our snail mail list. 

REMINDERS 
Get your Season Tickets! Now on Sale. 

Need an extra brochure? Pick one up at the 
box office or get one from a board member. 

. 

September 28 - AGM Volunteer 
Appreciation Dinner 
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