
                   The Marquee  
Are autistic children 
“normal” or are they 

better than that? 

LUCY 
By Damien Atkins  

“In a thought-provoking new play, 13 
year old Lucy, who suffers from autism, 
moves in with her estranged, misanthropic 
mother. Having lived her entire life with her 
father, Lucy, as well as her mom, struggle 
with all the difficulties of such an 
arrangement. " A complicated and thoughtful 
piece" says NYtheatre.com 

Author Damien Atkins 
spent four seasons at the 
Stratford Shakespeare Festival, 
as both actor and playwright. His 
play, Good Mother, won the 
Elliott Hayes Playwright 
Development Award from the 
Stratford Festival and the Prism 
International Prize from the University of 
British Columbia, and made Atkins the 
youngest playwright ever to have a new work 
staged at the Stratford Festival. 

Director Randi Mraud Wrote us the 
following note: 

“I am so excited to have the 
opportunity to bring to life this amazing 
script.  From the moment I read the author's 
take on why he wanted to write this play, I 
knew I wanted to direct it.   

I put together an excellent cast to 
perform this play.  The mix of experienced 
actors and new actors is a good 

blend.  Catherina Warren who is playing 
Vivian (Lucy's mother) is a veteran of the 
Sault Theatre Workshop and Family Life 
Theatre.  Mark Daniher who recently 
returned to the Sault Theatre Workshop after 
many years away is playing Gavin (Lucy's 
Father).  New to STW, but not new to 
theatre and short films, Michael Hagerman 
is playing the Behaviour Therapist.   Wendy-
Lynn Levoskin is making her debut 
performance as Julia (Vivian's Assistant).   

And I am pleased to have 14 year 
old Calista Jones playing Lucy in her first 
main stage performance. Calista has acted in 
her local elementary school events but this is 
her first major role. 

Lucy is a profoundly touching play in 
which the title 
role -- Lucy -- 
is a 13-year-old 
autistic girl. 
Raised by her 
father, Lucy 
struggles when 
she is forced to 
move in with 
her estranged 
mother Vivian, 
a famous 
anthropologist 
who has no 
interest in 
being a full-time mom. 

The relationship between Lucy and 
Vivian is, at first, explosive. Vivian is 
wrought with questions about what autism 
is, how it comes about and how to best care 
for an autistic child, all of which are 
contentious issues in science today. 

Don't miss this amazing 
production.  Get your tickets now.” 

Producer Susana Herranz has helped 
assemble an able crew led by Stage Manager 
Jessica Mooney. Lighting design and 
operation is looked after by Phil Jones. 
Michael Cuthbertson designed an original 
sound track and set was put together by Phil 
Jones and Fred McKey. 

Lucy is our QUONTA Drama Festival 
entry and will be travelling to Timmins 
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Catherina Warren as Vivian 
and Calista Jones as Lucy  
Photo by Ron Wilson 



during the March spring break. The 
production opens Wednesday 
February 22, 8PM curtain and 
continues to February 25 with a 
Sunday matinee 2 PM performance.  
For information, call 705 946-4081. 
You can get tickets at the Box Office 
in the Station Mall, in person, by 
phone (705 945-7299 ) on line 
(www.kctc.ca) or at the door.  

The Preview night for Lucy will 
be Tuesday, February 21st 8 PM 
curtain and all proceeds will be split 
between Algoma Autism Foundation 
and SSM Chapter of Autism Ontario. 
Preview tickets can be purchased 
from those groups or at the door. 

QUONTA 
Festival 

News 
Email from President, Murray 

Tilson, of Timmin’s Take Two 
Theatre.:  

Hello Everyone and Happy New 
Year! 

Things have been hectic to say 
the least with the Holiday Season 
ending and now the Take Two festival 
Committee is getting geared up for the 
final stretch for Festival 2017! The 
festival Hotel is Cedar Meadows 
Resort and Spa. The rate per room 
will be $105 per night. There is a full service 
restaurant so there is no breakfast included. 
Address is 1000 Norman Street. To secure 
your rooms call 1-705-268-5800 and make 
sure to let them know that you are booking 
for the Quonta Festival to get the Festival 
rate. Their web site is 
www.cedarmeadows.com.  

I am hoping that even though there 
are only three groups with productions, that 
the generosity for sponsorship of Awards will 
still be there from all groups. I am requesting 
$150 per award which has been the norm in 
the past. Your support will be greatly 
appreciated by the Host Committee. You can 
mail your cheques to Take Two Theatre Box 
2267 Timmins, Ontario P4N 8E7. 

Also, a reminder to please have your 
Company Presidents send in their Reports to 
Jessica for the Q by Q newsletter. The last 
issue had no submissions! Include any 
photos of your plays, rehearsals and events. 

I apologize for the late information. 

Please contact me if you have any questions. 
Murray Tilson  Quonta President 
 The QUONTA line-up 
opens Thursday March 16 
with Timmins Take Two 
Theatre production of The 
Melville Boys by Norm 
Foster. Friday March 17th Gore Bay Theatre 
presents Boiler Room Suite by Rex 
Deverell and Saturday March 18 LUCY by 
Damien Atkins will be presented by the 
Sault Theatre Workshop. The adjudicator, 
Karen Rickers will present the awards at a 
brunch on Sunday. 

******* 

Theatre Ontario Festival 
Ottawa Little Theatre is pleased to 

host the 2017 Theatre Ontario Festival 
from  Wednesday, May 17 to Sunday, May 
21st, 2017. 
Ottawa Little Theatre: 400 King Edward 
Street, Ottawa, ON 
www.ottawalittletheatre.com 



We have secured a block of 30 rooms 
for each night of the festival at the University 
of Ottawa Rideau Residence — just around 
the corner from the theatre.  Please see 
information on the amenities for this 
accommodation here. 
The room rate is CDN$110.00 (plus HST) per 
night.  These rooms and rate will held until 
April 17th. After which, normal rates will 
apply.  When booking please use the 
promotional code: OLTF2017. 
To book your room, please visit: 
https://www.accommodation.uottawa.ca 
before April 17th to get the preferential rate. 

***** 
S	T	W	Book	Sale		
at	Station	Mall		
Did	you	get	there?	
February	9,	10	and	
11.	Thanks	to	all	our	
volunteers!	
 

Directors – Step 
Right Up! 

 We are continually in 
the process of lining up 
directors and full-length plays 
for our future seasons. If you 
have a play suggestion, or if 
you would like to direct, tell us 
about it. If you are a new 
member, tell us about your 
experiences as a director. We 
like to get our booking done 
well ahead and need time to 
order scripts, read them, check 
on availability of rights etc. 
Contact the editor if you are 
interested. We have a library of 
scripts you can browse. 
 Next season we have 
October and February shows 
planned out and some ideas for 
our December show. We’re 
looking for directors for that 
slot and the April/May 
production. 
 Of course experience is 
necessary and we have 
openings for first time directors 
to gain that experience in our 
One Act Festival Workshop. 
We bring in a professional 
adjudicator who works with 
each play. Many of our 

mainstage directors start out this way.  
 The One Act Festival Workshop is the first 
week of June and we usually have three plays Friday 
night that are workshopped on Saturday and three 
plays Saturday night that are workshopped Sunday. 
Contact Harry if you’d like more information on how 
to take part.  

*****Reminder It gets to you 
faster! Comes with full colour! Can 

be easily enlarged for reading or 
viewing! Easy to forward and share 
with friends. Switch over to email 

and save us money! All you have to do is send 
an email to hehouston@shaw.ca with Box 94 

as the subject and give us your name and 
address so we can remove you from our snail 

mail list.  



MEMBER NEWS 
 Sasa Jurko, our Canadian cowboy 

from Outlaw, has 
opened up a Tapas 
and Vino bar on 
Gore Street. Konoba 
is a Mediterranean 
café and bar 
featuring authentic 
Spanish tapas, 

Mediterranean snacks, and charcuterie 
boards. Oh, and they've got the vino, local 
draft, and imports! Sasa invited us down 
after rehearsals and the boys got out their 
guitars. Last week Sasa had a jam session 
with Dylan Stone and Ken Jones.  Bravo, 
lads!  

*********************** 

 Kassandra Bailey who was recently 
accepted to George Brown 
College’s School of Media and 
Performing Arts sent a note: 

My first month in the 
acting program at George 
Brown College has been 
uplifting and challenging. I 

am learning so much about myself and the 
craft. I am so thankful to Sault Theatre 
Workshop and all of the people who 
supported me in this journey.  

Working on the stage with very 
talented people in Sault. Ste. Marie. has 
given me some useful insight. I cannot wait 
to continue with this program and come 
back to the Sault to hold workshops and 
share this new found knowledge. Thank you 
all for cheering me on! 

…………………. 
Box 94 Wants To Hear From You! 
SEND US YOUR MEMBER NEWS 

Archive Photo 

Marc Beaudette and friend from 1988 
production of A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream directed by Steve Ballantine 

Reminders 
Feb. 19 Celebration & Tribute  

to Sue Barber – Watertower Inn 
Feb 22 to 26 - Lucy 

March 16 – 19 QUONTA Festival 
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